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philosophy, and even more for moralizing. The past
is magnificent, for it feeds the present, and every
man's mind dwells in the. past out in the desert and
in the barren hills of Arabia,
This clan has a feud with that, and this tribe with
that. Men must know each other and each other's
business. There is not that sense of privacy which
obtains in the West, and the knowing of each other's
business is second cousin to meddling in it. Conse-
quently it frequently happens, when one sets out to
tell the story of an individual, many other personages
have necessarily to intrude if the tale is to have foil
. measure. It is for this reason, and this reason alone,
that so much Oriental history is fatiguing to Western
readers, who become confused with the many figures
darting on and off the printed page.
In order to tell of Feisal, Hassein, Sherif of Mecca,
crept on to the canvas. This was not unnatural, as
Hassein was his father.   General Allenby also in-
truded, and here he had right, for Feisal and Allenby
were partners in a wonderful cause.   The ubiquitous
Hassein must also appear in the story of Ibn Saud,
, if only because Hassein ruled Mecca before Mecca
, and Arabia became Saudi by force of arms.   No
story of the Aga Khan would be complete without
.    some historical background, and the same can be
said of most of us, the Orientals.
In the case of Ibn Saud, one must necessarily hark
back a little, because when Ibn Saud took the Hedjaz,
he merely reclaimed it for Ms clan. His forebears
had been there before as rulers, and when he took
Mecca he was merely completing a cycle,